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WMNST 605 Women, Relationships and Social Policy

Spring 2011
Thursdays 4:00pm-6:40pm 

Hepner Hall 210
Dr. Kimala Price

Assistant Professor, Department of Women’s Studies

San Diego State University

Office: Arts and Letters #344

Office Phone: 594-8442

Email: kprice@mail.sdsu.edu

Course Description and Objectives

This course explores the impact of governmental laws and policies on the lives of women and their families. We will probe the explicit and implicit assumptions about gender, race, class, sexuality and other markers of difference that influence and are incorporated into public policy. In this seminar, the word “relationship” is broadly defined to include a range of relationships—between the individual and the state; between parents and children; among members of a particular community; and between intimate partners. 

Drawing from a range of disciplines including political science, sociology, philosophy, history, law, economics and public policy, we will explore a range of public policy topics, including workplace issues, reproductive rights and justice, poverty and “welfare reform,” and the regulation of intimate relationships/marriage. We will also discuss what it means to conduct a feminist policy analysis.
This course is designed as a seminar in which graduate students are expected to take an active role; as the instructor, my main role is to serve as guide, facilitator and resource. Moreover, this course is designed to help students learn how to use feminist/academic scholarship and research to inform the policy-making process.

The assignments for this course are designed to simulate the kinds of activities a policy analyst would do in practice and to develop the skills needed to perform policy analysis.  Therefore, in lieu of the traditional academic research paper or proposal, students will be required to write short analytical papers throughout the semester and to put together a policy briefing portfolio at the end of the semester. Note that the skills that you will develop in this course can easily be transferred to traditional academic research, especially policy-related research.
In this course, students will:

· Read and critique feminist social science/public policy research and theory.
· Develop the ability to analyze public policies from a feminist perspective with particular attention paid to how the government regulates relationships and markers of difference (i.e. gender, race/ethnicity, class, sexuality, etc.) through the formulation and implementation of laws, policies and judicial interpretation.
· Discuss how feminist research and analysis can information the policy-making process.
· Write summaries, talking points, policy briefs and other short analytical documents.
Required Texts

The required texts for this course are: 

1. A course reader is available at KB Books (www.kbbooks.com), which is located at 5187 College Ave, San Diego. 

2. Additional readings for this course (approx. 29 total) have been placed on Blackboard. All of these readings have been identified on the syllabus accordingly.
3. A handful of the documents (such as the court cases) are available elsewhere online; I have provided the website locations for these materials on the syllabus. 
Grading and Assignments
Class Participation



15%

Ongoing
 
(Includes leading class discussion)
Essay #1: What is Feminist Policy Analysis?
10% 

February 3, 2011
Essay #2: Reaction Paper


10%

February 24, 2011
Essay #3:  Reaction Paper


10%

March 17, 2011
U.S. Supreme Court Case Briefing

10%

April 7, 2011
Essay #4: The Fetus in Public Policy

10%

April 21, 2011
Policy Briefing Portfolio


35% 

May 19, 2011
   and Oral Presentation




May 5 and 19, 2011
Class Attendance and Participation
Given that this is a graduate seminar, active participation in class discussion is critical to the success of this course. Your participation grade will be determined by your contributions to class discussions as well as your active listening of and response to other students’ opinions, not just the verbal articulations on one’s individual opinions and analyses. 
Participation will be judged according to quality (i.e. substance, thoughtfulness, etc.), not necessarily just to quantity. Additionally, students are expected to be mindful and respectful of the differences of opinion and perspectives that will emerge in class discussions. Part of the academic process is learning how to articulate arguments and to disagree (as well as agree) with other perspectives in an open, non-confrontational manner. 
Students are expected and required to attend all class sessions on time and complete the assigned readings prior to each class.  In case of a foreseeable absence, please let me know in advance.
Remember to turn off and stow away all electronic devices, such as cell phones, PDAs, text messengers, iPods, pagers, etc., at the beginning of class.

Blackboard

I use Blackboard to post announcements, some of the course readings and other course-related materials. Students should check Blackboard regularly (at least once a week) for class announcements. I will announce any new Blackboard postings in class.

Course Assignments

Leading Class Discussion

As part of the class participation grade, each student is required to lead at least one class discussion for a class period; students will lead class discussions in groups of two to three. As part of leading the discussion, you should make some opening remarks or observations, such as listing the key insights of the author(s), and then pose questions based on the reading for the class to discuss. The discussion should analyze the readings; connect the readings to one another and other sources; and contemplate how the readings would translate in practice. Students may also bring in insights/ideas from outside readings, show films, do PowerPoint presentations, etc. if they are relevant to that week’s discussion topic. Students should meet with me beforehand to discuss how they want to lead class discussion for their assigned weeks.
Discussion leaders should keep in mind that everyone has read the assigned materials; she/he should, therefore, not simply recap the contents of the material.

Essay #1: What is Feminist Policy Analysis? (10%)
Reflecting on the major ideas of the readings assigned for week 2 of the course, discuss what would constitute a feminist policy analysis in a 2-4 double-spaced page essay. Choose five (5) words that you think best describe feminist policy analysis. While you can choose terminology used in the assigned readings, the words do not need to be directly taken from the texts. You will need to support the basis of your word choices by citing relevant passages from the assigned readings—i.e. choose passages from the text to explain why you chose those particular words. This assignment is due the second week of class, February 3, 2011.
Essay #2: Reaction Paper (10%)
For this assignment, you will be writing a reading response to the readings on poverty, socioeconomic class and welfare reform (assigned for February 10th and 17th). In these papers, you should not merely summarize the readings, but comment on the themes and arguments that are central to the readings or on themes that were ignored or underdeveloped in the readings. This should be a coherent, logically flowing essay. Make sure that you properly cite any ideas that you may borrow from the readings.
The paper should 4-5 double-spaced pages, have one-inch margins and use a font that is no smaller than 11pt. This assignment is due February 24, 2011.
Essay #3: Reaction Paper (10%)

For this assignment, you will be writing a reading response to one set of readings. You may choose to focus on ONE of the following set of readings: 1) Women and Migration, OR 2) Regulating Sexuality and Intimate Relationships.

In these papers, you should not merely summarize the readings, but comment on the themes and arguments that are central to the readings or on themes that were ignored or underdeveloped in the readings. This should be a coherent, logically flowing essay. Make sure that you properly cite any ideas that you may borrow from the readings.
The paper should be 3-4 double-spaced pages, have one-inch margins and use a font that is no smaller than 11pt. This assignment is due March 17, 2011.
U.S. Supreme Court Case Briefing (10%)
A brief is a short summary of a court case. It is a set of notes that systematically sort out the parties of the case, identify the issues, ascertain what was decided by the court(s), and analyze the judges’ reasoning behind their decisions.
For the assignment, you will be required to analyze two (2) of the abortion U.S. Supreme Court cases assigned in the week of  March 4, 2008: Roe v. Wade (1973) and Webster v. Reproductive Health Services (1989). 
There are many ways to organize a case brief. For the purposes of this course, you should organize your brief by focusing on the following details:

1. Who are the plaintiffs and defendants in the case?

2. What are the specific circumstances of the case? 

3. What is the claim being made by the plaintiff? E.g. are they challenging a state or federal law or a particular organizational practice?
4. What is the constitutional basis in which the case is grounded?

5. What was the final ruling of the court? 

6. How did the justices vote? Who voted in the majority? Who dissented? Why?
7. What was the reasoning behind the ruling? What was the final ruling’s relation to the lower court ruling (e.g. did it uphold or strike down a lower court’s decision)?
This assignment does not have an official page limit, but it may take about 4-6 double-spaced papers to complete. This assignment is due April 7, 2011.
Essay #4: The Fetus in Public Policy (10%)
You will be required to write a 2-4 page (double-spaced) response paper based on the assigned readings on the fetus and public policy. For this paper, you will be required to find and analyze a piece of legislation or court decision from the last 15 years that focuses on the fetus.  You should analyze the legislation or court case in light of the assigned readings for that week.  

You should be able to find legislation or cases by performing a simple keyword search that includes the word “fetus,” “fetal,” “embryo,” “unborn child” etc. using Thomas or Lexis-Nexis Congressional Universe.
You are required to turn in a copy of the text of the legislation or court case to your essay. This assignment is due April 21, 2011.
Policy Briefing Portfolio and Oral Presentation (35%)
The policy briefing (whether for a public official, a boss or the public at large) is one of the main activities of a policy analyst.  The ability to summarize an issue effectively and concisely is a vital skill in the world of public affairs. Often, congressional staffers and policy advocates are asked to confine their memos to one page, as the policy maker/public official has a limited amount of time to digest new information. 
In this assignment, you will assume the role of a policy advisor to either a member of Congress or the Executive Director of a policy advocacy organization who have to know the background on a pending issue. You will advise the official on a policy issue of your choosing by preparing a briefing portfolio that outlines the arguments (pro and con) regarding the issue, the issue’s legislative and political history,  relevant research findings and your recommendations for a course of action to be taken. 
The briefing portfolio that will consist of three (3) parts: 1) an executive summary; 2) an annotated bibliography of ten (10) sources; and 3) a sheet of talking points. Additionally, you will be required to make a 10-15-minute oral presentation to the class.

An executive summary is a condensation of a larger, in-depth report, proposal or research study. Usually about one to two pages in length, the executive summary highlights the important findings of the main document and is written for non-technical people (i.e. laypersons) who do not necessarily have enough time to read the entire report.
For the purposes of this assignment, students will be required to write an executive summary (2-4 pages double-spaced) that discusses the historical and political evolution of the policy issue of their choice. The summary should include the following information:

1. The reason the issued emerged as a political dispute;

2. The nature of the current debate (What is/are the (anti-)feminist position(s)?);

3.  A brief timeline of the most significant legislative, administrative (e.g. federal agencies) and judicial events;*

4. Any statistics or research findings that support (or contradict) your position on the issue; and
5. The key supporters and key opponents organized around this issue (Have the key players changed over time?).
*The timeline may include items such as:

1. Key Legislation;
2. Congressional hearings, debates and reports;

3. Executive Orders;

4. Federal Agency regulations, hearings and other actions;

5. U.S. Supreme Court decisions

6. Activities of advocacy and/or lobbying organizations.

The annotated bibliography should include 10 academic, legal and governmental references related to the public policy issue of your choice. Acceptable resources include books, academic journal articles, published reports by NGOs and think tanks, governmental reports and hearings, court cases and other related governmental and legal sources.  You should draw from a variety of sources, meaning that your bibliography should have at least three (3) different types of sources as described above. (Note that at least two should be academic sources.) Each annotated entry should consist of the complete citation of the source and one or two paragraphs that describe the author’s or authors’ themes and the reference’s relevance to our understanding of your chosen policy issue.
In addition to an executive summary, a policy staffer often puts together a list of talking points for her/his boss. Talking points are clear, concise and understandable bits of information about your policy issue used to persuade others. These are usually the media “sound bites” that come up in TV and radio interviews, at press conferences, in newspaper quotes, in public speeches, etc. Normally, a list of talking points focuses on three (3) main ideas that are supported by evidence, such as statistics, real life examples and research results. For this assignment, you should write 2-3 talking point statements for each main idea; you should have three (3) main ideas. In other words, you should have between 6-9 talking points in total.
I will provide examples of briefing documents to serve as a guide for students. 
******This assignment is due May 19, 2011. The oral presentations will take place on the last day of class, May 5, 2011 and possibly into the final exam period (Thursday, May 19, 2011) if needed.

Late Policy

Papers will be not be accepted after one week past the due date.  Late assignments will automatically be lowered one full letter grade; therefore, the highest grade that you can possibly get is a “B.”  Extensions will only be given in extreme situations and if I am approached at least 48 hours before the assignment deadline. 

Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism

If any student is suspected of plagiarism, the matter will be brought to the attention of the Academic Judiciary Board.  Plagiarism is not just turning in an assignment written by someone else.  It also includes not properly citing the source(s) of ideas, direct quotes and the like.  I will do my best to make you aware of how to properly cite sources, etc.  Be aware that ignorance of the policy does not excuse you from it.

Students with Disabilities

Students who need accommodation of their disabilities should contact me privately to discuss specific strategies for accommodation; however, they must have received authorization beforehand. If you have a disability, but have not contacted Student Disability Services (619-594-6473, Calpulli Center, Suite 3101), please do so before making an appointment with me.
Interested in Obtaining Real World Experience in Public Policy?

There are many programs that offer exciting public policy internship and fellowship experiences in Washington, DC and other places. Some are committed to women's issues and social justice. I have listed a few below. If you would like more information about and advice on these types of programs, please contact me.

WREI Congressional Fellowship on Women and Public Policy (www.wrei.org)
PLEN: Public Leadership Education Network (www.plen.org/)
Institute for Women's Policy Research, Mariam K. Chamberlain Fellowship in Women & Public Policy (www.iwpr.org)

The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation (in partnership with Howard University), The Barbara Jordan Health Policy Scholars Program (http://www.kff.org/minorityhealth/bjscholars/index.cfm)
National Women’s Law Center Public Policy Fellowship (www.nwlc.org)
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation Congressional Fellowship Program (www.cbcfinc.org/)
Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute, Inc. Public Policy Fellowship Program (www.chci.org/)

Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies Fellowship Program (www.apaics.org)
Presidential Management Fellows Program (www.pmf.opm.gov/)

AIDS Action Pedro Zamora Public Policy Fellowship (www.aidsaction.org/)

The Washington Center for Internships and Academic Seminars (www.twc.edu/)
Course Schedule

	January 20
	Introduction

	January 27
	Feminist Policy Analysis

Mary Hawkesworth. “Policy Studies within a Feminist Frame.” Policy Sciences.Vol. 27, Issue 2-3 (1994): 97-118. (Blackboard)
Virginia Sapiro. “The Gender Basis of American Social Policy.” Women, the State, and Welfare, 1990, pp. 36-54. (Blackboard) (Course Pack)
Nira Yuval-Davis. “Intersectionality and Feminist Politics.” In The Intersectional Approach: Transforming the Academy through Race, Class, & Gender, edited by Michele Tracy Berger and Kathleen Guidroz, 2009, pp. 44-60. (Course Pack)


	February 3
	Women and the Workplace

Joan Acker. ” Inequality Regimes: Gender, Class, and Race in Organizations.” Gender & Society. 20 (2006):441. (Blackboard)
Sarah Glazer. “Mothers’ Movement.” CQ Researcher. April 4, 2003. 13(13): 297-320  (Blackboard)
National Women’s Law Center. “Affirmative Action and What It Means for Women.” June 30, 2000. (http://www.nwlc.org/resource/affirmative-action-and-what-it-means-women)
Assignment Due: What is Feminist Policy Analysis? Essay


	February 10
	Poverty and Socioeconomic Class

New York Times. Class Matters. Chapter 1 “Shadowy Lines That Still Divide” (by Janny Scott and David Leonhardt) and Appendix: “The New York Times Poll on Class,” 2005, pp. 1-26 and 144-167. (Course Pack)

Barbara Ehrenreich. “Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America.” Harpers Magazine, January 1999: 37-52. (Blackboard)
Karen Christopher. “The Poverty Line Forty Years Later: Alternative Poverty Measures and Women’s Lives.” Race, Gender & Class. 12(2) (2005): 34-52. Link to ProQuest:  
http://libproxy.sdsu.edu/login?url=http://proquest.umi.com.libproxy.sdsu.edu/pqdweb?
did=1081948881&sid=1&Fmt=3&clientId=17862&RQT=309&VName=PQD. (Blackboard)


	February 17
	Women and Welfare Reform

Mimi Abramovitz. “Welfare Reform in the United States: Gender, Race and Class Matter.” Critical Social Policy. Vol. 26, No. 2 (May 2006): 336-364. (Blackboard)
Debra Henderson and Ann Tickamyer. “The Intersection of Poverty Discourses: Race, Class, Culture and Gender.” In Emerging Intersections: Race, Class, and Gender in Theory, Policy, and Practice, 2009, pp. 50-72. (Course Pack)
Syd Lindsley. “The Gendered Assault on Immigrants.” Policing the National Body:  Sex, Race and Criminalization. 2002. (Course Pack)


	February 24
	Conducting Policy Research
Guttmacher Institute. “Interpreting Research Studies,” 2006. (Blackboard) 
Richard Bullock and Maureen Daly Goggin. “Annotated Bibliographies” (chapter 11). The Norton Field Guide to Writing, pp. 112-119. (Blackboard)
“How to Write a Position Paper,” Xavier University Library, 2006. (Blackboard)
Assignment Due: Essay #2 Reaction Paper


	March 3
	Women and Migration

Elizabeth J. Clifford And Susan C. Pearce. “Women and Current U.S. Immigration Policies: Fact Sheet” published by Sociologists for Women in Society, November 2004. (Blackboard)
Katharine M Donato. “U.S. Migration from Latin America: Gendered Patterns and Shifts.” Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science. Vol. 630 (July 2010): 78

Wendy Chapkis. 2003. “Trafficking, Migration, and the Law: Protecting Innocents, Punishing Immigrants.” Gender and Society, 17 (6): 923-937. (Blackboard)



	March 10
	Regulating Sexuality and Intimate Relationships

Amy Lind. “Legislating the Family: Heterosexist Bias in Social Welfare Policy.” Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare. Vol. 31, No. 4 (December 2004): 21-35. (Blackboard)
Gabriel Arana. “Gay on Trial. Why More Than Marriage Is at Stake in the Federal Legal Challenge to Prop. 8.” The American Prospect, December 2009, pp. 16-19. (Blackboard)

Heather Brook. “Stalemate: Rethinking the Politics of Marriage.” Feminist Theory. 3(2002): 45-66. (Blackboard)
Eithne Luibheid. “Sexuality, Migration, and the Shifting Line between Legal and Illegal Status.” GLQ. 14 (2/3) (2008): 289 (Blackboard)


	March 17
	Violence

Ana Clarissa Rojas Durazo. “The Medicalization of Domestic Violence.” (chapter 21) The Color of Violence: The Incite! Anthology. Cambridge, CA: South End Press, 2006. (Course Pack)

Communities Against Rape and Abuse (CARA). “Taking Risks: Implementing Grassroots Community Accountability Strategies.” (chapter 29) The Color of Violence: The Incite! Anthology. Cambridge, CA: South End Press, 2006. (Course Pack)
Kimberle Crenshaw. 1991. “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence Against Women of Color.” Stanford Law Review. 43(6) 1241-99. (Blackboard)

Jill Filipovic. “Offensive Feminism: The Conservative Gender Norms that Perpetuate Rape Culture, and How Feminists Can Fight Back.” In Yes Means Yes: Visions of Female Sexual Power & a World without Rape, edited by Jaclyn Friedman and Jessica Valenti (Seal Press, 2008), pp. 13-27. (Course Pack)

Assignment Due: Essay #3 Reaction Paper



	March 24
	Women and Health Reform

David R Williams. “Racial/Ethnic Variations in Women's Health: The Social Embeddedness of Health.” American Journal of Public Health. Vol. 98 (Sept 2008): S38-S47. (Blackboard)
Katherine A.  O’Hanlan et al. “Advocacy for Women’s Health Should Include Lesbian Health.” Journal of Women’s Health. 13(2) (2004):227-234. (Blackboard)

Kaiser Family Foundation. “Health Reform: Implications for Women’s Access to Coverage and Care,” December 2009. (Blackboard)
Sara R. Collins, Sheila D. Rustgi, and Michelle M. Doty. “Realizing Health Reform's Potential: Women and the Affordable Care Act of 2010.” The Commonwealth Fund, July 2010. (Blackboard)


	March 31
	NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK



	April 7
	Securing and Maintaining Reproductive Rights

Kenneth Jost and Kathy Koch. “Abortion Showdown.” CQ Researcher. September 22, 2006. (Blackboard)
Guttmacher Institute. “Overview of Abortion Laws.” This fact sheet is updated monthly. It can be found at www.guttmacher.org/. Click on the “Abortion” link listed under Resources on the left navigational bar. The document is listed under “Top Resource on Abortion.”

Roe v. Wade (1973)

Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey (1992)

(Both cases are on Blackboard)
Film: The Last Abortion Clinic (2005)

Assignment Due: U.S. Supreme Court Case Briefing



	April 14
	Mothers, Fathers and Fetuses: The Emergence of “Fetal Rights”

Cynthia R Daniels. 1997. “Between Fathers And Fetuses: The Social Construction of Male Reproduction and the Politics of Fetal Harm.” Signs. 22(3): 579. (Blackboard)
Rachel Roth. “How Women Pay for Fetal Rights.” (chapters 1 and 2). Making Women Pay: The Hidden Costs of Fetal Rights. Cornell University Press, 2000.  (Course Pack)
Howard Minkoff and Lynn M Paltrow. “The Rights of "Unborn Children" and the Value of Pregnant Women.” The Hastings Center Report. 36 (2) (Mar/April 2006):26-28, 48. (Blackboard)


	April 21
	Toward Reproductive Justice

Smith, Andrea. “Beyond Pro-choice Versus Pro-life: Women of Color and Reproductive Justice.” NWSA Journal. 17, no. 1 (2005): 119-140. (Blackboard)
Asian Communities for Reproductive Justice. “A New Vision for Advancing Our Movement for Reproductive Health, Reproductive Rights and Reproductive Justice.” 2005.  (Blackboard)
Assignment Due: The Fetus in Public Policy Essay


	April 28
	Women as Policy-Makers

Michele L. Swers, “Policy Leadership Beyond ‘Women’s’ Issues.” In Legislative Women: Getting Elected, Getting Ahead (edited by Beth Reingold), 2008, pp. 117-133. (Coursepack)
Luis Ricardo Fraga et al. “Representing Gender and Ethnicity: Strategic Intersectionality.” In Legislative Women: Getting Elected, Getting Ahead (edited by Beth Reingold), 2008, pp. 157-174. (Coursepack)
Elisabeth Jay Friedman. “Gendering the Agenda: The Impact of the Transnational Women’s Rights Movement at the UN Conferences of the 1990s.” Women’s Studies International Forum. 26(4) (2003): 313-331. (Blackboard) 


	May 5
	LAST DAY OF CLASS
Briefing Oral Presentations


